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"Paipo” is a Hawaiian word
designating a short or
small board. Paipo boarding
is probably one
ol the oldes!, yat most underratlad
and undarde ped phase of
ihe sport of surling today.
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gul on holow luben. In an effant ©
aliminate as much ol the human body
in ithe waie as possible, exparimentation
with concave, convex, slot and V"' bot-
loms was bled. Eventually, the concave
bottom proved best. It enabled the rdsy 1o
siide furthor up on the board and drag
lags al hin body In the watar, Witk the
MNoewport - Faipe | Cencave Veclor, 1he
knawledge of suifboard design was belng
appiied fo aalpo boards

Several prominent tfiders came aul of
this érs of oam palpos. Temy Jay, usaally
found al tHe Santa Ana River jetly, was
wery adept ol lale take-olts. The incred-
ible spead 3l the palpo enabiad i 1o beal
collapsing soctions that would haw
stoppoed o wwriboard. Rick Newcomb start-
ad riding st the Wedgo and astounded
peopla by iding on his knees to get more
maneyverablity out of his board, Mence,
the era of the knee machina

George Greenough applied his knowl-
edga o palpo boarding. His design was
tadically differort than anything sean be-
fore. His board la apoon shaped and
wary fhin, The boltom |8 flal. has ong
fin, nnd sauld be Naxed to alter the shape
and flow patterna on the bottom. Ridden
as a knes board, it s iremendously
maneiverable and fasl. Thru the medium
of fiima, vewsis averywhers were wit-
nessed lo Greenough's fanlastic displays
ol aurling. Manufacturers today are dupli-
eating Grednough's spoon board, and pal-
po baarding (s on thi rise.
radically aifferent than anything sean ba-
fora, Hiz board wai spoon shaped and
wvary thin, "he bottom was fial, had one
fin. and could ba fexad o alier the shape
and flow pattarns on the boltom. Aidden
2% a knoe board. It was tremendously
manauverabls and fasL They the medium
of films, wéwers sverywhers ware wils
nesses (o Greencugh's fantastic dispiays
of aurfing. Manufaciurers today are dupii-
cating Gretnough's apoan board, and pai-
po bonrding is on the rise

Tha paipo aflers the surer tremendous
spead and invalwermant with. the wava,
whathor rddden profe of 88 g kneg ma-
chine. These boards can ba ridden on
almost any typo of wave anywhara in the
waorld. Surfing expariance s not & neces-
sary requirement, as the technique of

One rule is never lose your board.

papgo boarding I8 canily picked up by the
navice. As boachen becoma mare reatrict-
ed, the easily portable and fast paipo
boards sra the pousible answer far many
surfor.

BUD HULST  manufaciurar of the E|
Palpo *'spoon”

"It takes o shghily largor wave, over
four fasl, 10 got a apoon to really parfarm
wall, The expert can do more things than
a board surfer can do. Harder turns, side
slips with conirol, and preater speeds are
pozslbie

SKIP NEWELL MNewpart Paipo board
dasigne:

"We kavea't oven scratched the sur-
face, Tho palpo board s sl in the most
primitive sfages of develooment; tho fu-
fure is exciling.”

TEARY JAY Aggressive palpo-boarder
now. living tn Hawail!

"My favotite areas lo surf are of course
lefis: Pipatine, Ala Moana, and a few
secrel xpols, Actually, hare in the lslands,
knes boarcing I8 not as popillar ag if could
b, The waves are more critical hera,”

RICK NEWOOMB One of tha first 19
rida the Wedge on hin knoos

*Knoe machines are only in the begin-
ning stages of developmen!, Mere in Gali-
fornia; tha aport fa really picking up, There
are many compenies survleing, end dolng
quils wall, fusr on palpo bosrd sales
alone.”

CON COLBURAN Surfbosrd manufachis-
ar and Newport Palpo boatd budlder

“You have much more control amnd You
&re nght in the water, your head iz onfy
inches @way ... ICs pelting invoived, get-
tng tight, lofally & whole diferant par-
spective.’

GEQORGE GAEEMOUGH Designer of
widely coplad “'spoon™ board

"It doasn’| matier what you ride as fong
as you have fun doing i

JACK HOKANSOM of Jack's Surf Shop,
first to market masn produced bally
boards:

“#As besohes beocome more orowded
with morg restriclions and curfaws, atilo-
malically wa are lorced info a smalier
bogrd, Bolly boards will goon ouinimber
surfboprde.”

Here, the would be paipo boarder becomes

a body surfer on a very heavy wave,
Alan Rich photo.,

Photo by Elfls.
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