


land, Marquesas, Rapa, Tonga and
Hawaii as having the most highly
developed surfboards. Paipo board
surfing by children was observed on
other islands including Easter, Cook,
the Tuamotus, Pukapuka, Niue, Uvea
and Futuna and the Ellicies.

In New Zealand, S. Percy Smith
writes in 1921, that he observed mao-
ris surfboarding at Taranaki and the
Bay of Plenty. He described a typical
board as being six feet in length and
only nine inches in width. Smith says
it was an old sport called ‘“‘whakaheke
ngaru''.

In Samoa, Buck, in 1930, and Tur-
ner, in 1861, told of a sport called
“facase’enga’’ practiced by children
riding two to four feet boards in prone
positions. Two Samoan leaders, Palauui
Tuiasosopo and Tofu Tia, who visited
Honolulu in 1969, tell of surfboarding
in their youth on the island of Tutuila
with boards as tall as they were. They
said is was an ancient sport called
“la'au fa'ase'egalu’’. Both agreed that
the usual positions were prone and
kneeling, but standing up all the way
to the beach was the thing to do.

“Neither are they strangers to the
soothing effects produced by particular
sorts of motion, which, in some cases,
seem to allay any perturbation of mind,
with as much success as music. Of
this, | met with a remarkable instance.
For on walking, one day, about Matavai
Point, where our tents were erected, |
saw a man paddling, in a small canoe,
so quickly, and looking about with such
eagerness, on each side, as to com-
mand all my attention. At first, | imag-
ined that he had stolen something from
one of the ships, and was pursued; but,
on waiting patiently, saw him repeat
his amusement. He went out from the
shore till he was near the place where
the swell begins to take its rise; and
watching its first motion very atten-
tively, paddled before it with great
quickness, till he found that it overtook
him, and had acquired sufficient force
to carry his canoe before it without
passing underneath. He then sat mo-
tionless, and was carried along at the
same swift rate as the wave, till it
landed him upon the beach. Then he
started out, emptied his canoe, and
went in search of another swell.

three natives came up who seemed to
share his felicity, and always called
out when there was an appearance of
a favorable swell, as he sometimes
missed it by his back being turned and
looking about for it. By then | under-
stood that this exercise which was
called “‘ehorooe’’ was frequent amongst
them; and they have probably more
amusements of this sort, which afford
them at least as much pleasure as skat-
ing, which is the only one of ours with
whose effects | could compare it."”

Where the climate is agreeable, the
surf is consistent and the water temp-
erature is bearable, islanders and
coastal people dependent upon the sea
will become capable surfcraft handlers.
If the surf is consistent enough and
water temperature is enjoyable these
people will become accomplished
swimmers and body surfers.

The more surf swimming they do,
the more likely it is that they will begin
to use float boards and primitive paipo
boards to assist them.

Given hundreds of such islands and
coastal regions where canoe surfing,
body surfing, and paipo boarding were

In Tahiti, Capt. Cook in 1776, Mor-
rison in 1785, and Ellis in 1831, des-
cribe various forms of surfing includ-
ing prone, sitting, kneeling and stand-
ing positions on surfboards and in ca-
noes. These were called ‘‘fa'a he'e
naru" and ‘‘horue’” by the natives.
Capt. Cook on his second voyage des-
cribed a canoe surfer at Matavai Bay
in Tahiti:

“I could not help conclude that this
man felt the most supreme pleasure
while he was driven on, so fast and so
smoothly, by the sea, especially as,
though the tents and ships were so
near, he did not seem in the least to
envy, or even to take any notice of the
crowds of his countrymen collected to
view them as objects which were rare
and curious. During my stay, two or

practiced, it is inevitable that in a few
of these places the paipo boards would
be lengthened and improved to a point
where the riders could kneel, stand,
and maneuver them across the face of
waves.

Therefore, we find such widely sep-
arated areas with surfboard riding well
developed as Hawaii, Tahiti, Samoa,
New Zealand, and West Africa. =N
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