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IN THE BISHOP MUSEUM COLLECTION
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FIGURE 7 ANCIENT HAWAIIAN SURFBOARDS. These five boards are typical
of those used by early surfers. These diagrams are taken from boards now preserved
in the Bishop Museum, Honolulu. The smallest were body-boards, probably used
by children. The largest, the ols, were sometimes sixteen or even twenty-four feet
long and were used exclusively by chiefs. The most popular board was the shorter,
thinner alaia.



